
St. Mary’s & St. John’s Joint Parish Council Meeting 
March 21, 2011, 6:30 PM, St. Mary’s 

 
Members Present: Paul Cleveland, Jack Drzewiecki, Dcn. Rick Dvorak, Mike Edwards, Mary 
Fulton, Bob Gloede, Rollie Hebeler, Fr. Tony Ibekwe, John Kiefer, Tom Konetzke, Fr. Paul 
Paider, Carol Ropella, Steve Siegel, Debbie Spielbauer, Louise Springer, Carol Van Marter, 
Tom Zelinski, Ray Zielinski 
 

Tri-Parish portion 
 
Meeting opened with a prayer. 
 
Fr. Paul’s Report: Father attended welcoming events at all 3 parishes. The tri-parish Holy Week 
and Easter service schedule has been finalized and published in the bulletins. 
 
Members were invited to take flyers/tickets for St. John’s Spring Fest and St. Mary’s Brunch. 
 
Tom Skibba (St. Pat’s) asked for decision on timing of April meeting since 3rd Monday is during 
Holy Week. Since this is not in conflict with any Holy Week activity, normal timing will be 
retained. 
 
 

Dismissal of St. Patrick’s Council 

 
Notes of Meeting of February 2011 were read and approved with the following additions and 
corrections (motion by Tom Konetzke, second by Ray Zielinski): 

 Audience concerns: it was the teaching theme at the faith formation building which was 
commended. 

 Faith Formation: Bishop Banks will be the presenter at the April 13 parent session. 

 Business: The Third Street doors will be completed in March. 

 Old Business: Tom Konetzke commended the work completed by the KeenAger/convent 
building committee  

 
Audience Concerns: None 
 
Fr. Paider/Fr. Ibekwe report: Nothing to report 
 
Trustee Report: Nothing to report 
 
Business:  (John Kiefer) Don Thiede has retired from his ½-time with benefits position. Plan is 
to temporarily fill at 10-15 hours/week, while evaluating workload of this position and the 2 full-
time maintenance positions (one at each parish). Possibly change to a ¼-time school-year only 
position, and hire additional summer help for painting, etc. Also evaluating the cemetery 
maintenance positions in light of a vacancy at St. John’s. 
 
St. John’s normally sends its pledge/census card mailing in spring; St. Mary’s is normally in fall. 
Fr. Paul has written a cover letter for them, explaining that some of the data is required for a 
Diocesan-wide database upgrade (scheduled for July implementation). The same spring mailing 
will be sent to parishioners of both parishes, with a space to designate parish membership. 
 
New Business: Question from co-chairs on system for compiling/publishing agendas. John 
Kiefer will send draft to co-chairs, who will return input to John prior his to publishing to all 
participants. Committee members should submit additional potential agenda items to the chairs 
as they arise. 



 
Debbie reported that St. John’s will celebrate its 150th anniversary in 2012. A committee will be 
formed and a first meeting held in April (committee to be solicited through e-mails and bulletin 
notices). 
 
Old Business: The by-laws committee had been disbanded and the topic temporarily tabled. 
Paul Cleveland will send the St. John’s preliminary draft (which was modeled on St. Mary’s) to 
Mary and John, to be combined with the St. Mary’s draft. Ray Zielinski will join the committee in 
place of Jim Koslowski. All members will have a chance for input. It was agreed to also consider 
whether or not to combine parish mission statements. 
 
KeenAgers building asbestos removal is complete (approx. $3500 over estimate due to 
discovery of additional pipe insulation). The water supply and boiler are shut off. Status updates 
have appeared in the parish bulletin, and announced at St. John’s Mass. Waiting to hear back 
from Fr. Doerfler on deconsecrating the chapel. Quotes for demolition have been solicited and 
will be communicated when available. 
 
Social Concerns:  (Russ Brumm) Russ resigned today. No action taken to fill position at this 
time. 
 
Stewardship: (open) 
 
Finance Report: (Mary Fulton)  St. Mary’s and St. John’s to approach TCCES re equalizing 
funds. We appear to have received reduced funds because of a parish-specific scholarship 
fund, which monies should not have been considered in distribution of TCCES money. 
 
A committee is working to combine St. Mary/St. John fundraising efforts (example Spring Fest 
and Spring Brunch in the same month, each trying to sell raffle tickets). One possibility would be 
one day of an event at one location, with the second day at the other location, on the same 
weekend, with combined raffles, and splitting the income. This could reduce printing and 
advertising costs and gain other efficiencies. 
 
Worship: (Rollie Hebeler) Tri-parish and Bi-parish committees have coordinated Holy Week 
and Easter liturgies, and schedule has been published in bulletins (as noted above). Jane Julius 
is soliciting volunteers for extra roles in Holy Thursday and Good Friday services. Ushers are 
being solicited for extra Easter Masses. 
 
St. Mary’s/St. John’s First Communion will be at St. Mary’s 10:30 Mass on May 1. Confirmation 
for all three parishes will be May 21 at St. Mary’s. 
 
There will be no “Mass in the Park” this year, but there will be an ordination Mass June 4, and 
John Christman’s First Mass will be the 10:30 June 5 at St. Mary’s. 
 
The St. Mary and St. John worship committees are looking to combine, with each member 
having a defined role/area of emphasis. 
 
Faith Formation:  (Debbie Spielbauer) See attached reports for Faith Formation and Youth 
Ministry (“Family Life” by Tanya Schreiber). Debbie expressed gratitude to council members 
who attended the parent night session for which we had guaranteed an audience size of 25. 
She also specially invited council members to attend Bishop Banks’ April 13 presentation. 
 
Family Life Event Planner: (Bob Gloede) Looking into a group event and tailgate party at a 
Timber Rattler’s game around Father’s Day. Carol Ropella volunteered to represent St. John’s 
in this effort. 



 
Maintenance:  (Josh Jackels) Excused, no report. 
 
Marketing and Communications: (Carol Van Marter) Publicized a grief support program and 
three heart-to-heart parent night events. Upcoming will be St. John’s April 1-3 Spring Fest and 
St. Mary’s April 17 Spring Brunch. 
 
TCCES: See attached. Lori Lepper has resigned as a TCCES rep. Although members are all “at 
large” vs. representing specific parishes, Lori has in essence been representing the three 
Menasha parishes. Mary Fulton will check the by-laws to see how representatives are selected. 
Two potential nominee names were given to Paul Cleveland for follow-up. We will request Fr. 
Paul to discuss with TCCES to ensure Menasha parishes maintain representation. We would 
wish this representative to also be a member of the parish council. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:15 Motion by Dcn. Rick Dvorak, second by Carol Ropella. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, April 18, St. Patrick’s. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: Louise Springer 
 
 
Attachments 

 Faith Formation report 

 Family Life Report 

 TCCES Meeting Report 



 



 



 



 


