
By Tanya Schreiber 

I had the pleasure of speaking with a parishioner you may or may not be familiar with, Karen Schumacher.  In this 
monthõs newsletter we are writing about change and how change affects our lives, how God works in change and gets us 
through changes both great and small.  You will read how Karen, her husband, Phil, and family had to trust God through a 
very unexpected change they were faced with nine years ago.   

  On the evening of January 26, Phil received a phone call at home.  Itõs their daughter Mariaõs friend calling from the 
hospital with shocking news that a car had hit Maria.  Karen scooped up the baby and left for the hospital while Phil gath-
ered the rest of the family and followed.  òThings just happen and they take on a life of their ownó Karen said in regards to 
the night that would change their lives forever.  As Karen was waiting outside for the ambulance to arrive, she knew fairly 
quickly that something was really wrong.  Karen and Phil were asked to come into a separate room for a conversation about 
their daughterõs condition.    By the next day the tragedy was announced at masses all over and prayer began.  Karen said, 
òWe were just waiting for the final word.  I already knew Maria was gone but it needed to be official from the doctor.ó   
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By Father Paul Paider 

 New beginnings are always a chal-

lenge.  The adjustment of oneõs daily 

routine and what is familiar suddenly is  

influx.  And yet with any new beginning 

comes fresh opportunities and experi-

ences; truly a moment of grace.  It is 

with enthusiastic joy that I come to you 

as your Administrator of the parishes of 

St. Mary, St. John the Baptist, and St. 

Patrick. 

 After serving the people of Mishi-

cot, Francis Creek and Reifs Mills for 

almost eight years, the Lakeshore has 

become home to me.  Yet moving to 

Menasha brings a great sense of happi-

ness and fulfillment beyond words, as 

my first assignment was at Holy Cross 

Parish, Kaukauna.  From there I became 

pastor of St. Maryõs Parish, Black Creek 

and Minister of the Sacraments at St. 

Lawrence Parish, Navarino.   Indeed it 

is great to be back in òthe Valley,ó its 

like òcoming home.ó   

As I assume my responsibilities as 

Administrator, I have been reflecting a 

great deal on the journey that has 

brought me to the priesthood in the 

first place.  A  path that began long ago 

when I was a little second grader at St. 

Maryõs 

School in 

Luxemburg, 

under the 

devoted pas-

torate of Fr. 

Benedict 

Marx.  I re-

member him telling me the story when I 

was growing up of the beginnings of his 

priestly service at St. Maryõs, Menasha, 

as a newly ordained priest.  God called 

Fr. Marx to his eternal reward almost 

sixteen years ago but when he passed 

away, his family gave me his ordination 

chalice, reminding me that I was like a 

son to him.  So the chalice that began in 

Menasha will once again be used in Me-

nasha. 

That story is a reminder that some-

times we donõt see the fruit of our la-

bors. Often we may wonder why this or 

that happens on the journey of life and 

what is the point to all of this.  Faith 

teaches us that God is indeed always 

with us through every new beginning to 

accomplish his willful end.  Itõs within 

that realization of being commissioned 

at baptism, to build Godõs Kingdom 

here on earth, that we orient ourselves 

to doing His will, loving and serving 

Him unto Eternal Life. 

 Together, as we begin this new page 

of history, I would ask for your patience 

and prayers for me.  There is a great 

deal of history and pride in the three 

parishes of Menasha, something to truly 

be respected, and a great foundation to 

build upon for future generations.  We 

seek the holy and powerful intercession 

of the Holy Mother of God, St. John 

the Baptist, and St. Patrick, as we em-

bark on this adventurous new beginning 

as a Family of Faith.   

 Godõs blessings!  

òFaith teaches us that God 

is indeed always with us 

through every 

new beginning 

to accomplish 

His willful 

end.ó 
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Lead Coordinator Gery Farrell 

Ministerial  
Coordinator Maribeth Knutson 

Mass Server  
Coordinator Gery Farrell 

 
Sacristan Support Jan Harrmann 

Usher Coordinator 
Bob Julius 4 pm 
Mike Spielbauer 9 am 

Liturgy of the Word 
Lector Coordinator Sandy MacDonald 

Decoration  
Coordinator Janet Jakubek 

Church Choir  
Coordinator Kim Spielbauer 

Worship/Liturgy  
Coordinator Kim Spielbauer 

Greeter Coordinator Vacant  

Church Cleaning  
Coordinator Vacant 

Church Opening  
Coordinator Vacant  

Hospital Eucharistic 
Minister Vacant 

Liturgical ògo-toó people  

at St. John Parish 
Organizations confront changes, 
By John Kiefer 

Change is all around us.  We see it everywhere we go and in everything 

we do.  Even in things we consider solid and permanent, we often see 

change.  Take for example, our houses.  While built to last, decay or the 

threat of decay forces us to make changes.  New trends or changes in 

technology or new options to make our homes more safe and secure 

lead us down the path of improvementsñof changes.  

 While change in the business world and in our personal lives has 

become the ònorm,ó change in our church life is often met with fear 

and trepidation.  The negative effects of change include stress, frustra-

tion and even denial of the actual change. Change is especially difficult 

when those effected have no control over the change.   

 In the Bible we see change.  To move from slavery in Egypt to the 

Kingdom of David and Solomon is a dramatic change.  Paulõs move 

from persecutor of Christians, to the greatest spokesman of faith, is a 

radical change.   

St. Mary & St. John the Baptist      

Pastoral Ministry 
Father Paul Paider 

Father Anthony Ibekwe 

Deacon Rick Dvorak 

Mass/Prayer Service Celebrants 

Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms 

Visitation and Anointing 

Liturgy  
Rollie Hebeler ext. 119 

Kim Spielbauer,  Mary Gyrion 

Music for all masses, choir leaders 

Sacristan, Mass Preparations 

Seasonal Preparations 

Faith Formation 
Debbie Spielbauer, Sally Michalkiewicz 

722-4830 

Faith Formation Classes  

First Communion, Reconciliation 

Confirmation  

Adult Faith Formation 

Family Life 
Tanya Schreiber ext. 115 

Youth Ministry 

Catholics in Action (CIA) 

Right of Christian Initiation (RCIA) 

Stewardship, Fundraising 

Parish Staff E-mailsé 

{first letter of first name}{last name}@tcces.k12.wi.us 

St. John Trustees 

Steve Siegel & Paul Cleveland 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 

Tom Zelinski 
 

Finance Council 

Kathy Blumreich, Steve Siegel,  

Brian Julius 

Change:  
To undergo  
transformation 
or transition. 

Working together under the guidance and leadership  

Parish Council Committees & Chairperson 

Worship, Rollie Hebeler 

Building & Grounds, Josh Jackels 

Social Concerns, Russ Brumm 

Family Life Event Planner, Bob Gloede 

Marketing & Communications, Carol Van Marter 

Stewardship, vacant (Tanya Schreiber staff support) 

Stewardship of Serviceé 

There are many ways to serve your parish and 

committee involvement is an area that needs your 

help!  Check out the organizational areas or the 

committees listed above and contact the Parish 

Office to find out how to volunteer!   



Change 
(one's) tune 
To alter one's 
approach or 
attitude.  
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Lead Coordinator Rollie Hebeler 

Ministerial  
Coordinator Ann Hoernke 

Mass Server  
Coordinator Deacon Rick 

Sacristan Support Mary Gyrion 

Usher Coordinator Ken Danielson 

Liturgy of the Word 
Lector Coordinator Ann Hoernke 

Decoration  
Coordinator Don Thiede 

Church Choir  
Coordinator Rollie Hebeler 

Worship/Liturgy  
Coordinator Rollie Hebeler 

Greeter Coordinator Jane Phillips  

Church Cleaning  
Coordinator Dee Boudry 

Church Opening  
Coordinator Mary Gyrion 

Hospital Eucharistic 
Minister Vacant 

Care Minister Joan Spielbauer 

Church Environment Bill Aykens 

Liturgical ògo-toó people  

at St. Mary Parish 
but our faith remains the same 
 A few years ago, the Parishes of St. Mary and St. John the Baptist 

recognized the strength of linking the two parishes.  As this linkage has 

grown, inevitable change has occurred.  We now share one Pastor, one 

Faith Formation and Youth Ministry program, one parish office and we 

now have one Parish staff serving both parishes seamlessly.   

 Through all of this change, one area has remained the same - our 

faith.  Our faith in God, in each other and in our parishioners has al-

lowed us to build an organizational structure that can survive whatever 

change is thrust upon us and an organizational structure that can allow 

us to grow and flourish as a Catholic community in the Menasha area.    

 Contained in this newsletter is information you can use to determine 

who to contact when you need something or when you want to become 

more involved in either or both parishes.  Please let us know if you have 

any questions or comments.  As we embrace the changes that surround 

us, we hope this information helps build a solid foundation to support 

the growth of our Catholic community in Menasha. 

Organizational Support Areas 

St. Mary Trustees 

Mary Fulton & Richard DeKleyn 
 

Parish Council Chairperson 

Mike Edwards 
 

Finance Council 

Mark Loper, Mary Fulton,  

Richard DeKleyn, Steve Butke 

Buildings and Grounds 
Paul Sorensen (SM) ext. 113 

Jim Heller (SJ) ext. 113 

Don Thiede (SM) ext. 113 

Upkeep & Enhancement of the  

Buildings and Grounds 

Church Environment,  

Cemetery Maintenance & Burials 

Safety and Security, Risk and  

Energy Management 

Business Operations 
John Kiefer ext. 418 

Personnel Management  

Financial Reporting & Planning 

Establish & Monitor Budgets  

Facility Planning / Development 

Risk and Energy Management 

Manage Special Projects 

Parish Support Services 
Jane Julius ext. 116 

Parish Office Reception Services 

Parishioner Support Contributions 

Bulletin, Scrip Program  

Mass scheduling, Fundraising 

Accounting  
Jean Sell ext. 117 

Accounts Payable and Receivable 

Payroll & Benefits 

Supply Inventory Management 

Key Management 

Financial Reporting 

Cemetery Records & Financials 

of  Father Paul Paider & Business Manager John Kiefer 

Attention all Master Gardeners and landscapers! 

Spring is right around the corner and plans are being devel-

oped for the grounds at both St. Mary and St. John.  We 

need your help and your plants!  If you are interested in 

lending a hand in cleaning up and enhancing the landscape 

of both parishes call John Kiefer for more information. 



Schumacher Family continued... 
have to feel it.  And be patient with 
the process,ó said Karen.  Wise words.   

Karen also stated that you canõt 
isolate yourself through difficult times, 
you must have people around you; 
know that they are praying for you.  

  There were so many opportunities 
for Godõs grace to enter into this great 
change taking 
place in the 
lives of the 
Schumacherõs.  
A man who 
received one 
of Mariaõs or-
gans is an art-
ist and Maria loved art! 

Another great change and gift took 
place when the Schumacherõs were at 
Life Fest.  The Schumacher's had 
thought about adoption before, how-
ever they never qualified.  After com-
ing across an adoption booth at Life 
Fest, Karen researched some materials 
she had picked up and discovered that 

Tests needed to be run - every test 
that could determine whether or not 
Maria could come off of the life sup-
port and survive on her own. But that 
was not going to happen.  òI realized 
the importance of others needing to 
say goodbyeó said Karen.   

  òWe donated both Mariaõs kid-
neys, the pancreas and her liver and we 
are still in contact today with those 
recipients.ó    

When asked how they got through 
this, Karen said, òI truly believe that 
God is not responsible for evil.  I 
know Maria loved God beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, so I knew where 
she was and that she was safe.  I never 
doubted that I needed to trust God 
fully through it and confront it.ó  

Trust God through it.  As I reflect 
on those words it is important that we 
hear, òTRUST GOD,ó òTHROUGH 
IT,ó, òCONFRONT IT.ó  We have to 
walk through the change, the pain, and 
the heartache that comes as part of our 
lives.  òWe canõt self-medicate it.  We 

they did qualify to adopt a child from 
Russia. 

Maria had taken a Russian language 
class at SMC and absolutely loved it.  
òShe just loved the language and wanted 
to go to Russia,ó said Karen.  Karen had 
even promised to take Maria to Russia 
some day.  Karen said that nearly one-
year to the day after applying for a child 
they found themselves in a Russian court 
adopting two sisters, who were orphaned 
at two-and-a half years and six-months 
old.  The girls spent some time in a Rus-
sian orphanage and had experienced great 
trauma.  The Schumacherõs and the girls 
shouldnõt have even been in the same area 
at the same time, so Karen believes God 
truly made this adoption happen.   

You see God is at work in everything 
in our lives if we can only TRUST Him 
and walk THROUGH the changes. 

Karen left me with one more quote 
of wisdom, òYou have to do what you 
need to do today, and believe and trust 
that God is directing it.ó   

As you reflect on this story invite 
God into your life and let Him direct you. 

 

Phone: 920-725-7714 

Fax: 920-725-7612 

E-mail: jjulius@tcces.k12.wi.us 

Parish Office 

528 Second Street 

Menasha, WI 54952 

Faith Formation Center 

516 De Pere  Street  

We are on the Web: menashacatholicparishes.org 

St. Mary and St. John the 

Baptist Catholic Churches  

Two ParishesñOne Faith 

Winter Escape Fundraiser for  
St. Mary Church and School 

 Mardi Gras Masquerade was the theme for the  

annual Winter Escape fundraiser held February 12, at 

Germania Hall.  

 Over 140 parishioners and supporters of St. Mary 

Church and Elementary School turned out for the 

event.  The event raised over $10,000! 

 Both the School and the Parish will use the pro-

ceeds from this event to enhance and upgrade technol-

ogy in the classroom and in offices.  A huge òthank 

youó to all who attended and supported this event.  

 

   

Members of the Buss family enjoy 

the Southern-style dinner  

Pete Thelen tries out 

a Mardi Gras mask  

Dennis & Joyce Schreiber embrace the 

Mardi Gras theme of the evening  

Did you knowéThe St. Mary/St. John weekly 

bulletin can now be found on the SeekandFind 

website: seekandfind.com. Search for St. Mary 

or St. John, Menasha. The bulletin is available 

in full-color along with a complete listing of our 

generous advertisers.  Copies of past bulletins, 

flyers and newsletters are also available.  

Thereõs even an option to sign up for e-mail 

alerts when a new bulletin is posted.  Check out 

this exciting service that is being offered 

through Liturgical Publications, Inc. our  

bulletin contractor. 

òWe canõt self-

medicate it.  We 

have to feel it.  And 

be patient with the 

process,ó   
Karen Schumacher 


